CHAPTER II
HOW THE GROUND WAS PREPARED
one of the most ordinary misconceptions on the part both
of native and European writers on Maratha history is to attribute
the rise of the Maratha Power solely to fortuitous circumstances.
Mr. Grant Duff himself in his narrative has compared the rise of
the Maratha Power to a sudden conflagration like those which
occur in the forests in Sahyadri. This is, however, not his matured
opinion, for he has devoted the first three chapters of his history
to trace the foundation of the Power in events which long preceded
the birth of the great Shivaji in the early part of the seventeenth
century. The fact appears to be that fortuitous circumstances had
very little part to play in the early foundation of the Maratha
Power. If we would understand the matter correctly, we must
trace these causes to a period long anterior to that of the
Mahomedan conquest of the Deccan. The ancient history of
Maharashtra, as gathered from inscriptions on copper-plates and
rock-temples, has been laboriously compiled by Indian antiquarians,
and these materials have been made available to ordinary readers
by Dr. Bhandarkar's compilations on the subject. The questions
we have to consider are, (1) why the first successful attempt to
throw off the Mahomedan yoke on a large scale was made in
Western India, and (2) what were the circumstances in the nature
of the country, in the habits and the institutions of the people
inhabiting it, which favoured such an attempt, and rewarded it
with success.
In this connection, the first point we have to notice is the
fact that the country of Maharashtra enjoys natural advantages of
position and climate which are denied to the people of the lowlands
and the valleys of the Ganges, the Indus and the other great rivers
which flow into the Arabian Sea or the Indian Ocean. The
characteristic features of the Maharashtra country are the great
mountain ranges which enclose it on two sides—the Sahyadri range
running from north to south, and. the Satpura and the Vindhya
ranges running from east to west. The minor ranges, which break
out in rugged outline from these mountain chains and form the
watersheds of many rivers which fall ultimately into the Godavari
and into the Krishna, give the whole country an appearance of
ruggedness and unevenness not to be met with in other parts of
India on such a scale. Geographically, Maharashtra includes the
Konkan—the strip between the Sahyadri and the sea, the
Ghatmatha being the country on the top of the ranges, and the

